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Purpose of Visit:

The purpose of the visit was to attend and take part in the SEFR and PALATIUM Making Space for Festival 1400 – 1700 Conference, at which I presented a poster and a short ten minute paper. The title of the presentation and the poster was ‘Making Space for Royal State Ceremonial in Scotland: An Aspect of Continuity and Change in the Representations of Scottish Royal Authority through State Ceremonial, c. 1214 – 1603’ and these explored a topic that I hope to develop beyond current PhD work, with additional future research the intention is to draw together a full and more detailed survey of the spaces made and used for Scottish state ceremonial. The visit provided an important opportunity to hear current research investigating the interactions between performance and physical environment, as well as a space in which to present initial findings to an audience who could provide insight and constructive criticism in the development of this project.
Description of the work carried out during the visit:
The poster listed above was displayed throughout the weekend of the conference. I attended all thirty-four papers on the conference programme, presenting my own short paper in the first panel of the last day (see abstract below). Throughout the conference I took part in discussions with many scholars and widened a growing academic network begun through attendance at previous SEFR and other events. In addition, I also assisted Margaret Shewring and her team on the first day by helping on the registration desk.

Abstract for short presentation:

‘Making Space for Royal State Ceremonial in Scotland: An Aspect of Continuity and Change in the Representations of Scottish Royal Authority through State Ceremonial, c. 1214 – 1603’ Lucinda H.S. Dean

This presentation will consider an area highlighted by current PhD research considering Scottish royal state ceremonial from c. 1214 to c. 1603, and focuses on the need to widen the understanding of the use and transformation of space – civic, royal and noble – in ceremony and festivals in medieval and early modern Scotland. The predominant focus of interaction between architectural space and ceremony thus far has been the processional route through Edinburgh and the re-interpretation of Stirling Palace by Historic Scotland. Yet, the spaces in which royal and civic festivals of medieval and early modern Scotland took place were not limited to these two. The presentation will discuss briefly how current PhD work has woven together and analysed the disparate and fragmented source materials, illuminated the variety of ceremonial and festival spaces utilised by the crown, and reveal the key shapers of the physicality and ideology of Scottish state ceremony that have been uncovered. The royal ceremonial of Scotland was complex and multifaceted, especially over such a long time period, and this presentation intends to illustrate the potential of a study endeavouring to uncover the contemporary understandings and use of the interactions between physical surroundings and ceremony in a country with a significantly smaller budget than its European counterparts. 

Description of the main results obtained: 

The event allowed me to engage with a number of interesting and valuable papers and topics that will be influential and inspiring for both the current PhD study being undertaken and the development of future projects on related themes. In particular for the former I found work that considered the involvement of the city in royal entries and the relationships between town and entrant gave much food for thought; including Chantal Grell and Robert Halleux’s paper on the entry of Ernest of Bavaria to Liège that explored the way in which through multiple confirmations of privileges to the city and the church during Ernest’s triumphant entry essentially stripped him of much of his actual power, and Maartje Van Gelder’s paper on ducal display in Venice of Gremani and his dogaressa in the late sixteenth century that emphasised his munificence and place as the ‘peoples’ choice.’ There were also a number of other themes discussed that bore great relevance to my current research and provided a further expansion of the ranges of comparative examples, such as discussions regarding the targeting of all five senses on those involved or observing festivals, the use of entry ceremonial in connection with royal and ducal marriages, ceremonial competition between monarchs across Europe, the dissemination of festival books and ideas, proximity of performers and audiences, physical structures provided for the performers and the audience (in particular Elaine Tierney’s paper on designing and making temporary structures for the 1660 entry of Louis XIV to Paris addressed some very practical issues which provided a refreshing evaluation), demolition and redesign of space (such as explored with great vigour by Richard Cooper in regards to the entry of Charles V into Rome in 1536), and the use of red and white wine in fountains that are sometime combined with the handing of edible bounty (which appears to be subtly linked to the country/ state in which the entry is performed – Felice Else’s paper regarding the Italian adoption of these fountains with dual water fountains that splashed over-indulgers was most intriguing). 
The papers that touched on the transformation of outdoor spaces, and those on the use of landscape and landscaping, were particularly valuable in regards to the development of ideas around those I presented on with the poster and short presentation. These subjects were looked at by the likes of Robert Knecht, who presented on the remarkable transformation of the Bastille courtyard by François I; Katharina Bedenbender, discussing staircases in Venice, particularly those of Scuolo Grande and the interaction between architecture, art and function; Sydney Anglo, whose paper covered a variety of outdoor temporary structures with particular reference to the use of rich cloth roofing on otherwise outdoor spaces, and the antiquity of the astrological ceiling involving the stars and planets on blue cloth; Mario Damen, discussing the transformation of the Grote Markt in Brussels and the mirroring of design in permanent and temporary structures; and Marie-Claude Canova-Green, whose paper explored the ability of humans to control nature as projected through the blurrings of reality and scenery in the garden entertainments of Louis XIV. 
The event – through the display of my poster and the short presentation – allowed for the receipt of feedback, suggestions, comment and discussion of both my current PhD work and in regards to the development of a project on the use of space in Scottish ceremonial. There was a particular interest noted in the comments of the chair of my session, Margaret McGowan, and from discussions stimulated by the poster displayed regarding the use of unusual outdoor spaces that are suggested in the research discoveries thus far (and of which there have been others located that I was not able to cover in such a short presentation) and this has given me a particular focus and direction with which to progress with this research idea.
Future Collaboration with host institution (if applicable):

As a member of the SEFR for over two years, and since involvement with this conference I have also signed up to PALATIUM’s newsletter, I have every intension of being involved in future conferences and ventures of the society where it is possible as it has been an invaluable outlet for my work and allowed for a diversification of my research network from the Scottish field into the more international field of festival studies.
Projected publications/ articles resulting or to result from the grant:
The research idea on which I presented my poster and short presentation is very much in its early stages; however, my ultimate goal (once I have completed my PhD) would be to explore this avenue further with the intent of the publication of an article. If this possibility comes to light and an article does result from this, the ESF grant will of course be acknowledged with much gratitude for this important opportunity to air this idea in its early stages of research. In addition, the text from my poster will be published (without images) on the SEFR and PALATIUM websites at some point I believe, again acknowledgement of the ESF funding will of course be recognised here as it was on the powerpoint display for my short presentation.
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