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1) Purpose of the visit

Main purpose of the short visit was to participate at the launch of the book the summary of which is given below and to return the visit in the short visit of Maria Bostenaru (2013, see http://www.nedimah.eu/news/short-visit-grant-kit, report also available on the website). This short visit resulted in a number of publications as written on the site http://www.nedimah.eu/news/publications-short-exchange-visit-karlsruhe. These publications regarded, as the short visit of Maria Bostenaru, the Bucharest dimension of the Modern Movement, the N-S boulevard which Alex Dill had the possibility with this short visit to see in person. The book launched during this short visit put the Romanian early 20th century architecture in European context and the discussions with experts at launch and at the forum contributed to deepening the impression of Alex Dill on this. The two short visits have to be regarded as a whole because of the complementary research of the two researchers involved: Maria Bostenaru did research on documenting the buildings from the first half of the 20th century in Europe, starting with the Marie Curie Intra-European Fellowship in Italy 2005-2007 up to the doctorate (advised by Cristina Olga Gociman, the 3rd author) including this findings completed just before joining NeDiMAH, which was partially funded by a Marie Curie Reintegration Grant. The doctorate aimed at intervention and conservation at this type of buildings. Alex Dill does the conservation side of the equation. Being member of the board and even chair of DOCOMOMO (the association for DOcumentation and COnservation of MOdern MOvement buildings) Alex Dill dedicated some of his time to the organisation of a series of conferences on conservation of buildings from the first half of the 20th century across Europe, from 2004 on. Therefore the approach is different: while Maria Bostenaru did study trips, Alex Dill invited for an exchange trip to Karlsruhe the experts. The book launched in Bucharest is a result of this dialogue. The short visit by Maria Bostenaru followed the aim of visiting one of these conferences (the report is included in the book, along with reports on the conferences visited in frame of the grants mentioned above) and to talk about inclusion of data on heritage buildings in a GIS database on which she worked while being researcher at the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology, the institution of Alex Dill. In the book this is not included, thus further steps in impelementing the discussed database were discussed. Alex Dill might enter in contact with the owners of the database. This might take place in frame of a postdoctoral stay of Maria Bostenaru in August 2015 in Karlsruhe, but some preparatory work is needed. For the moment the study trips are a linked internet database of photos, which need mapping of location to be done in frame of a future project. A first completion of the work will happen during the participation of Maria Bostenaru to the final event in London when the database will be completed with interwar buildings in London (not included). Also, archive material (digital video) for the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology was exchanged. Videos will also be included in the database.

2) Description of the work carried out during the visit

During the short visit Alex Dill visited the “Ion Mincu” University of Architecture and Urbanism. In particular a visit has been done to the president of the university, for further cooperation. Also, in frame of the Le Notre forum which took place those days numerous contacts have been made, to mention a few: Kristin Faurest and Ellen Fetzer (conference organiser) from Nürtingen University, which, being located close to Karlsruhe will lead to further exchange, to Harlind Liebbrecht from Gent and Ioana Tudora from the Agronomy University of Bucharest (conference organiser) from the Heritage and Identies workshop, to Tiberiu Florescu, dean of the Faculty of Urbanism at the “Ion Mincu” University of Architecture and Urbanism and many others. Alex Dill fully participated in the Heritage and Identity workshop at the Le Notre Landscape Forum. This particular workshop dealt with buildings from the 1950s (stalinistic buildings) built on the lakeside in northern Bucharest, and hence in the field with which DOCOMOMO deals and thus of his interest. The forum will result in a publication and in a declaration of future urban development in Bucharest.

Because the forum took place 5 days and NeDiMAH funded only 2 days, for the rest of the costs and ERASMUS agreement between the two universities involved was used to top up the costs (no complete funding was available from ERASMUS either, due to late application). The agreement between the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology and the “Ion Mincu” University of Architecture and Urbanism is one of the first, from the 1990s, when Maria Bostenaru went to Karlsruhe. Interactions with other teaching staff attending the forum were done in this framework: as such Kristin Faurest on another ERASMUS contact and Pia Fricker with whom the ERASMUS event was organised prior to the book launch. Pia Fricker, currently responsible for teaching of digital landscape architecture at the ETH Zürich is a former student of Alex Dill like Maria Bostenaru, who was her student colleague. The digital landscape discussions were a welcome addition to the scientific content of the short mission. Pia Fricker’s visit was funded by her home university. Also the attendance to the pre-forum doctoral colloquium was done in frame of the ERASMUS agreement to draw a difference.

For the book launch itself doctoral candidates of the “Ion Mincu” University of Architecture and Urbanism were invited to attend after the end of the ERASMUS teaching within the doctoral school, along with friends of Maria Bostenaru and with a former exchange student in Karlsruhe (at masters level). A total of about 15 persons attended. Presentation of the book were done by Prof. Dr. Arch. Cristina Ochinciuc, head of the doctoral school, as well as by dr. Constantin Hostiuc, secretary of the Centre for Architectural and Urban Studies, to which Maria Bostenaru belongs and which admitted the book in its publishing programme (against covering of costs). Both the doctoral school and the Centre are situated in a historic building called Vila Rosetti different from the main university setting. Cristina Ochinciuc talked about the cooperation between the two countries, while Alex Dill invited others to come and study a time abroad in Karlsruhe. Constantin Hostiuc talked about the local conditions which were to be find in Bucharest for the development of the Modern Movement. During the stay Alex Dill had the occasion to do himself a field trip to experience Modern Movement in Bucharest. The N-S Magheru boulevard, a unique boulevard in Europe by putting a unitary building front mainly from the 1930s in the centre of the city, is situated between the location of Vila Rosetti and the main university building. Maria Bostenaru served as a guide for this part of the city and from here came the discussion for the database in Karlsruhe. This area was subject of discussion of the short mission of Maria Bostenaru during her former short mission in Karlsruhe. Another field trip was done in frame of the Le Notre forum to the mentioned 1950s buildings. A third field trip led to the historic centre of Bucharest, with passages and restored buildings, to see the context mentioned by Constantin Hostiuc. The three authors were also present at the launch and talked a few words on their intentions at the contents. The launch was followed by informal discussions.

During the Le Notre landscape forum and the stay of Alex Dill in Bucharest there was also a public event called Spotlight, light installations in public spaces in this centre of Bucharest, as well as a presentation of Silvia Irina Zimmermann on the royal house of Romania with German routes from which only the exhibition could be attended due to crowding.

The Le Notre landscape forum was accompanied by three exhibitions: one on the student entries to the competition on the lake necklace of Bucharest and one on doctoral research (both subject of the ERASMUS exchange) as well as one for the four topics of the workshops. Alex Dill also visited the exhibition of Romanian architects creators of cultural heritage of Prof. Dr. Arch. Cristina Olga Gociman, co-author of the book.

Alex Dill also visited the exhibition on early 20th century architect Duiliu Marcu, only limitedly included in the book.
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3) Description of the main results obtained

This was the first launch of a book of Maria Bostenaru, although she wrote more, and it was necessary to have all authors present. Some of the books could already been distributed to libraries in Romania, Germany and other countries.

Alex Dill by coming to Bucharest had the occasion to do himself a field trip to the site of the former short visit (which had a stronger digital component as the article publications show), and to other sites. He also saw the exhibition of Cristina Olga Gociman, co-author, featured in the book. The introduction of Constantin Hostiuc gave a theoretical image to what has been seen on the field trip, as well as the key-note in the forum.

Alex Dill made numerous contacts to likelyminded researchers from the Le Notre forum workshop on Heritage and Identity. Some of them will result in future collaboration as depicted further, some others were done during the forum.

4) Future collaboration with host institution (if applicable)

The ERASMUS agreement with the host institution exists as mentioned since the 1990s and they were strengthened by this visit.

Additionally as a result of this visit Alex Dill was invited to participate in the diploma projects judgement in July 2015. The diploma reviews of the “Ion Mincu” University of Architecture and Urbanism are a yearly international event featuring professors from different continents.

As per invitation of Alex Dill more students might go study abroad as Maria Bostenaru did years ago.

Currently the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology also has a programme (in frame of Humboldt) to invite former foreign researchers to pay back a visit of 1-3 months, and this cooperation might lead to such an exchange. Another possible programmes are DAAD and KIC Energy where Karlsruhe is part.

Alex Dill is wishing to invite the exhibition on Romanian architects creators of built heritage to come to Karlsruhe in connection to one of his conferences. This remained to be discussed later on.

Maria Bostenaru will go to Karlsruhe in August in frame of her postdoctoral research on the topic “Hazard impact on settlements: digital means for representation and analysis”, but at the geophysics institute, to Prof. Friedemann Wenzel. Since the GIS database discussed at the first NeDiMAH short visit at Alex Dill (included in the publications) was created in frame of a project led by Friedemann Wenzel, discussions held then might lead to results on how to later implement the database and particularly to future projects.

It was also discussed between visitor and host to have more implication in DOCOMOMO. Romania has currently no DOCOMOMO chapter. 2016 the DOCOMOMO conference will take place in Lisbon on the topic of “Use and reuse” with Alex Dill in the board. Maria Bostenaru may be invited as consultant to one of the DOCOMOMO projects.

Also, Maria Bostenaru might be invited to give a lecture in Karlsruhe on Modern Architecture and climate change. In her future postdoctoral project next year she will deal with inclusion of water in Modern Movement architecture of women, and climate change is a dimension along this inclusion of water. Her diploma work at the institute where Alex Dill worked back than included this dimension, hence it will be a reappraisal.

The exchange with the archive in Karlsruhe exists, and it features student life in Karlsruhe from the time Maria Bostenaru was there, and will result in further cooperation in August.

5) Projected publications / articles resulting or to result from the grant (ESF must be acknowledged in publications resulting from the grantee’s work in relation with the grant)

The host university did a page for the event, available here

http://www.uauim.ro/en/events/digital-architecture/
In the Romanian version of the page there is a link to the digital version of the book. This has been also available on Zenodo, the European OpenAire site, to get a DOI.

It has been applied to have the book accessible in the ICOMOS (international committee for monuments and sites, with broader goals than DOCOMOMO) open archive, which takes several weeks to be reviewed. When so far, it will be made available to conservation professionals at ICOMOS ISCARSAH and other international scientific committees, advertised at the UNESCO Chair “University and Heritage” newsletter, the ICCROM (conservation institute in Rome) news, the European Commission CORDIS service and other links. The ICOMOS Open Archive give the possibility to monitor the downloads of the book. The link will be announced on the NeDiMAH website when available.

Also, the visit was announced on the NeDiMAH website

http://www.nedimah.eu/news/short-visit-alex-dill including links, among which one for the facebook event with real time information on the event.

The book will be submitted for presentation at the Romanian Architecture Annual event and at the Romanian Biennale together with Cristina Olga Gociman, member in the Architects’ Chamber of Romania.

It is envisaged to submit it for review in journals.

From the Le Notre forum a publication will result as well.

6) Other comments (if any)

Comments on funding of the additional days of stay by ERASMUS partial top-up funding have been included. These concerned the teaching hours of Alex Dill, not the research.

Book summary

Digital architecture history of the first half of the 20th century in Europe

Maria BOSTENARU DAN, Alex DILL, Cristina Olga GOCIMAN

The book proposes a survey of buildings from the first half oft he 20th century in Europe. A first article will give an overview of the spread of the buildings from this time in Europe, focusing on a new construction material: the reinforced concrete, on the basis of a chapter from the doctorate thesis of Maria Bostenaru supervised by Cristina Gociman. For the documentation of these, Maria Bostenaru did study trips to investigate the buildings on site in the past 15 years. At the basis of these study trips was the literature review in the field, from which we highlight the references provided by a study seminar at the University of Karlsruhe about architecture in the first half of the 20th century in Eastern Europe and the series of books on 20th century architecture by Prestel. Apart of this monographs dedicated to the countries subject of the research were consulted. The result of the research on site were mostly the investigation through photography of the facade, which displayed a new language compared to the previous period. Where it was possible, this was combined with the investigation of the interior space. Also, sources of the floor plan were looked for, from the references but mostly from archives. As a result, the book includes a review of the study trips documentation, with example images, references and the connection to the online database of photography. The online database built the subject of a common research of Maria Bostenaru with Alex Dill during a short visit funded by NeDiMAH at the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology and the goal of this publication is to document this database. Browsing the database is predecesed by forms on selected architects, for which we present also the biography, along with main works and visual material. In the idea of forms are also the posters of Cristina Gociman about Romanian architects which created cultural heritage during this time. The research thus started at the University of Karlsruhe, where Alex Dill, chair of DOCOMOMO Germany (The association for the documentation and conservation of buildings, sites and neighbourhoods of the Modern Movement) approached the second pillar of the association apart of documentation: conservation. A series of workshops were dedicated to invite specialists from different countries, thematically organised, who were involved in conserving these buildings. The book contains reviews of these conferences and a chapter by Alex Dill about this conservation.

