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Short Visit Grant  FORMCHECKBOX 
 or Exchange Visit Grant  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
(please tick the relevant box)  
Scientific Report

The scientific report (WORD or PDF file – maximum of eight A4 pages) should be submitted online within one month of the event. It will be published on the ESF website.
Proposal Title: Are you lethargic or peppy? Neither, I’m somewhere in the middle

Application Reference N°: 6843
1) Purpose of the visit
a) To verify whether it is possible to identify a common ground between two approaches to opposites with regard to the topic of the project, i.e. the perception and lexicalization of intermediates.  These approaches are being developed by: Carita Paradis (Centre for Languages and Literature, Lund University, Sweden http://www.sol.lu.se/en/sol/staff/CaritaParadis/) and Joost van de Weijer  (http://www.sol.lu.se/en/sol/staff/JoostvandeWeijer/) as representatives of the dynamic construal approach to antonymy and Ivana Bianchi (Department of Humanities, University of Macerata, Italy, http://docenti.unimc.it/docenti/ivana-bianchi) and Ugo Savardi (Department of Philosophy, Education and Psychology, University of Verona, Italy, http://www.dfpp.univr.it/?ent=persona&id=467) as representatives of the phenomenological psychophysical approach to opposites.

b) To implement new joint experimental research on intermediates to be carried in the Humanities laboratory at  Lund University (http://www.humlab.lu.se/ ) and the Experimental Phenomenology of Perception Lab in Verona (http://www.ephplab.eu/home/)

c) To plan initiatives and publications in order to consolidate the joint project and make it visible in scientific contexts (publications /conferences etc. )



2) Description of the work carried out during the visit
Various meetings were held during the visit to the Centre for Languages and Literature at Lund University between Ivana Bianchi, Ugo Savardi, Carita Paradis and Joost van de Weijer. During these meetings:

1) we shared and discussed relevant experimental literature on the topic of intermediates;

2) we analysed the methods used  and the main findings emerging from previous studies carried out by the Italian group (Bianchi, Savardi and coll.) on the perception of intermediates in 37 spatial dimensions (e.g. near-far, high-low, top-bottom, left-right, open-closed) using the Italian language; 

3) we discussed the potential generalization of the results to other languages (in particular Swedish and English, based on the expertise of Dr. Paradis and Dr. van de Weijer);

4) we visited the Lund University Humanities lab (http://www.humlab.lu.se/ ) to ascertain which equipment might be available to implement new experimental research; 

5) we discussed possible hypotheses for new areas of research and the corresponding experimental designs to be developed jointly in order to collect new data on the role of the two opposite poles in the identification of intermediate experiences;

6) Ivana Bianchi and Ugo Savardi also held a seminar (as part of the English Linguistics Research Seminar program) to present the perceptually grounded approach that they are developing and to present the potential areas of cooperation with their colleagues at Lund University; the seminar was entitled “Opposites. From cognition to perception or the other way round?” and it took place on Wednesday 17 September in room H339.


   
3) Description of the main results obtained

- We improved the general reciprocal understanding between the advocates of the two approaches, and together developed further reflections on the subject matter of the project.

- We identified three possible lines of research to be jointly developed: 

A) The role of the “middle point” and of the extremes in the identification of the intermediate region in spatial dimensions: an investigation based on eye tracking;

B) The relationship between the lexication of intermediate experiences (in Swedish, English and Italian), the sense of their domain, and their topological and metrical characteristics as seen from the point of view of phenomenological psychophysics;

C) The distance of “intermediates” from the two poles: linguistic and psychophysical tests of equidistance vs. anisotropy.

- We decided to start with research project A. 



4) Future collaboration with host institution (if applicable)

4. Future joint projects with the host institution

- We have scheduled various on-line meetings to support the next phases with the aim of implement experiment A (see section 3) at the Lund Humanities lab (and maybe also at the lab in Verona).

- We have scheduled a meeting in Italy at the end of March. 

- Depending on how the research is progressing, we will submit an abstract in order to be able to participate in the NetWordS Final Conference in Pisa (March 30th - April 1st, 2015)

- We discussed the realization of a networking agreement between various European and American universities on an interdisciplinary project on the role of Opposites in Human Cognition (work on which has already started and will be continued over the following months).



5) Projected publications / articles resulting or to result from the grant (ESF must be acknowledged in publications resulting from the grantee’s work in relation with the grant)
Two experimental papers to be submitted to high quality international  Journals (testing hypotheses A,B,C as described in Section 3.)
6) Other comments (if any)
The application was submitted by Ivana Bianchi (Department of Humanities, University of Macerata, Italy), but it included the joint visit of Ugo Savardi (Department of Philosophy, Education and Psychology of the University of Verona, Italy) as representative of the other Italian University involved in the Project.  



