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Proposal Title: A Cross-disciplinary Guide to the (Mental) Lexicon - chapter writing

Application Reference N°: 7233
1) Purpose of the visit
The purpose of the short visit proposal was to meet with Dr. Emmanuel Keuleers (Gent University) and  Prof Dr Wolfgang U. Dressler (Vienna University) in Vienna in order to make preparations and start writing the Handbook chapter “Acquisition of lexicon and morphology”. This chapter will provide a survey of major theories and computational modeling of early and later development of the lexicon, focusing on the emergence and consolidation of morphology in interaction with the development of phonology and syntax. This will be put both into cognitive frameworks and into a typological perspective contrasting different languages and individual variation. 



2) Description of the work carried out during the visit
The visit started with a day of brainstroming on the form and content of the proposed chapter. Each of the participants presented his / her view of what the chapter should look like. We talked about the nature of learning words and their structures across development. Our host (Professor Dressler) focused on crosslinguistic, typological analyses of morphological and lexical development ; Dr. Keuleers focused on learning models and computational modeling of morphological and lexical development; my contribution  was in the developmental processes related to morphological and lexical learning. After this session, we made a decision to delimit our examination to children aged  four so as to cover the period when great challenges are met in learning the core lexicon and basic morphological systems, before the advent of formal reading and writing instruction. Having reached this decision, we wrote parts of the the chapter from our three points of view and decided on the division of labor among ourselves, the writing procedure and the time framework for final write up. 
   
3) Description of the main results obtained

We succeeded in constructing a new framework for investigating morpho-lexical development, based on the properties of the ambient language, the child's developing model of the world, and properties of nonlinear learning. These will serve as the backbone of the chapter. We have reached decisions regarding the division of labor, the role each of us will have in the writing process, and the timetable for writing the chapter.
4) Future collaboration with host institution (if applicable)

We will all meet at the Morphology meeting in Vienna, February 2016.
5) Projected publications / articles resulting or to result from the grant (ESF must be acknowledged in publications resulting from the grantee’s work in relation with the grant)
This chapter will be part of the project “A Cross-disciplinary Guide to the (Mental) Lexicon”, which aims to produce a handbook on the mental lexicon written by teams of authors with different backgrounds. This handbook will sharpen our current understanding of issues of word knowledge and usage. The project inquires into the ways words are processed in working memory, aiming to define the role played by knowledge-based factors, such as formal regularity and semantic transparency, as well as by usage-driven factors, such as word length and frequency. It intends to provide answers to questions about word learning and processing, such as the way word meanings function in daily communicative contexts and evolve through learning, how lexical knowledge affect online processing, and how the differences in word structure across world languages impact on processing. 
6) Other comments (if any)

