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Proposal Title: Preparation of book chapter on “Acquisition of lexicon and morphology” for “A Cross-disciplinary Guide to the (Mental) Lexicon”

Application Reference N°: 7240
1) Purpose of the visit

The purpose of this visit was to prepare for a joint chapter on the “Acquisition of lexicon and morphology” for the “Cross-disciplinary Guide to the (Mental) Lexicon”, which will be a main results of the NetWords project. The chapter will be authored by Professor Dressler (University of Vienna), Professor Ravid (University of Tel Aviv) and myself.



2) Description of the work carried out during the visit

Our work began by exploring different possibilities to structure the chapter taking into account the particular strengths of each of the authors. A driving motif in our discussions was that the chapter should be easily accessible for a non-specialist audience and that it should provide a novel synthesis of the data on the emergence and early development of the lexicon and morphology. After two long meetings with discussions on the first and second day, we decided that the chapter would frame the early emergence and development of the lexicon and morphology as a distinctive interaction between three important factors: The properties of the child-directed input, the child's developing model of the world, and, finally, the requirement that any learning be non-monotonic. 

We devoted the remainder of the visit to writing parts of the chapter and further planning of the chapter.
   
3) Description of the main results obtained


We found an appropriate structure and delimitation of the chapter, providing a novel theoretical framework for the developmental data. We started writing parts of the chapter. We made a timetable and worksheet for producing the chapter.
4) Future collaboration with host institution (if applicable)


We will all meet at the Morphology meeting in Vienna, February 2016.
5) Projected publications / articles resulting or to result from the grant (ESF must be acknowledged in publications resulting from the grantee’s work in relation with the grant)
This chapter will be part of the project “A Cross-disciplinary Guide to the (Mental) Lexicon”, which aims to produce a handbook on the mental lexicon written by teams of authors with different backgrounds. 
6) Other comments (if any)

     
