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Proposal Title: The Markiezenhof and its lost court ordinance: deducing the use of space from related ordinances

Application Reference N°: 6891
1) Purpose of the visit
Attendance of the ESF Research Networking Programme PALATIUM workshop ‘Making Room for Order. Court Ordinances as a Source for Understanding Space at Early Modern Princely Residences’, organised by the Research Networking Programme PALATIUM and Linnaeus University, Kalmar 2-3 October 2014, and taking part in this workshop by presenting the grantee's own current research in a lecture on October 3th. This attendance had the same purpose as the overall and general goal of the workshop in question: "The workshop in Kalmar is aimed at analysing from a methodological standpoint how we can understand the uses and ideas of space at court by deploying court ordinances as a source." (Call for papers, pp. 1-2). The visit was aimed to result in an increased awareness and knowledge of different points of view on the topic of royal and princely residential architecture in the early modern period and, more specifically, of the possibilities that court ordinances and related sources might give for an interpretation of architecture and the use of space (and it succeeded in this): that is to learn. Also useful, especicially for young scholars, are the international scope of the content, the focus on theoretical/methodological findings. These general goals and international scope of the workshop matched personal questions and interests in different ways, as described in advance in the research description: "My current research is on the architectural history of the Markiezenhof (marquis court) building complex at the city of Bergen op Zoom, the Netherlands, and its use and functioning over the course of time since the late fourteenth century. The physical architectural changes that occurred are to be explained by looking at the needs, the wishes and the aspirations of the owners/users of the building complex. The results of the oldest large-scale building campaign, started in 1485 and finished about 1520, was kept more or less intact and thus defined and determined the use of the buildings for centuries. That is why, for the first building campaign of the late fifteenth and early sixteenth century, the architectural plan and elements shall be connected to international examples of late medieval/early modern court residences that are closely related to the Markiezenhof both in temporal and geographical sense. By adopting not only an international point of view, but also an multidisciplinary approach (encompassing social and political history, more specifically late medieval and early modern court history) to studying the architecture of the Markiezenhof, an detailed view and thorough understanding of the architectural layout could emerge." (Short visit proposal).

Also the workshop's interdisciplinary approach matched a personal tendency (the 'methodological workshop' fitted within the WPM2 section of the PALATIUM programme, 'Heuristics in an Interdisciplinary Perspective'). The main questions of the workshop concerned "the interplay between the spatial reality and court ordinances", norms in court life, as well as methodological and theoretical issues (Call for papers, p. 2). This theoretical, interdisciplinary scope was adopted in the grantee's own research, as decribed in the motivational letter: "The subject of the Kalmar workshop largely matches my research: the object of my study, the Markiezenhof, was an early modern high nobleman’s residence and I aim at understanding its space by making use of court ordinances (although no ordinance of the Markiezenhof has survived). Since no court ordinance of the Markiezenhof or its marquises has come down to us, studying court ordinances in a slightly broader scope, like the Kalmar workshop aims to do, is the closest I can get to the specific case of the Markiezenhof. In the case of the Markiezenhof, especially for the late fifteenth and early sixteenth century, very little is known of the locations of rooms, the separation of functions, the structure and layout of the social space and the ceremonial use of rooms, due to a lack of primary sources such as visual representations, inventories and court ordinances. By studying several and different court ordinances related to the social class, the period and the region under my investigation, our understanding of the ceremonial use of the Markiezenhof court will grow by making use of deductive reasoning." (Short visit proposal).
Besides, the workshop had an outspoken international and multidisciplinary character, bringing together scholars from different disciplines and (institutions from) European countries. The grantee could get to know the research (topics and activities) of individual international experts and institutions. Furthermore, these researches are inherently and more or less directly related to content and topics/themes of the grantee's research, so that much new information will be gained that might be of use in the future.
Last, the grantee might aid to the questions and points of discussion raised by the workshop as a whole, by asking questions and presenting a specifc perspective - that of the research on the Markiezenhof - as the acceptance of the grantee's proposal makes clear: that is to contribute.

2) Description of the work carried out during the visit
Presentation of the grantee's own research and attendance of all other lectures during the two days of the workshop.
During the first day of the workshop, some lectures closely related to the grantee's own research were given. The keynote lecturer as well as the chairmen- and women gained valuable insights in the background of court studies in general, the specific researches of the present lecturers and the lecturers themselves (making use of the practical and thematic structuring of the sessions of lectures). This framing helped selecting the most relevant information, as presented during the lectures, to the grantee's own research. It was necessary, because in accordance with the main topic and structure all lectures were relevant to the grantee's own research in one way or another. In combination with discussions among several attendants, much information was obtained.
On the second day, the grantee held his lecture, on some specific aspects of his own research fitting within the scope of the workshop, that is - in short - an overview of a range of different and conflicting interpretations of the formal layout of the Markiezenhof building complex, made by several authors, compared to norms in contemporary, fifteenth- and sixteenth-century court life. As described in advance in the Abstract of the presentation: "Since the world of European courts was international and interconnected in several aspects of cultural activity, a single court organization or court residence (as, in my personal case, the Markiezenhof) should be studied in an international perspective, considering international exchanges of ideas, traditions and rituals or ceremonies and the use of space. Because the Markiezenhof at Bergen op Zoom forms the subject of my PhD research, I will take its spatial layout as a starting point for the search for aspects of a common ground of the European court world to place it in an international context. The use of space and courtly ritual and ceremony in high noblemen’s court residences in late medieval and early modern times in general, as derived from court ordinances, are taken into account for investigation of the case of the Markiezenhof. International standards, as communicated by means of court ordinances, are applied to the Markiezenhof, making use of its architectural layout, to try to establish a hypothesis of the use of space in the Markiezenhof in early modern times." (Short visit proposal). Afterwards, several questions (i.e. on the chambre du pale and chimneypieces) were asked and subsequently answered - the time schedule had left enough time for questions and had given way to discussions. Some discussion arose and in some cases questions were answered by active participation of other attendants and lecturers. Furthermore, in informal meetings (before, in between and after lectures and in breaks) at the venue were relevant topics being discussed and questions being asked.
   
3) Description of the main results obtained

Scientific development. The grantee acquired a lot of information related to the own research and related research topics and methods. Resulting from the lecture, knowledge was gained of different soultions to some problems posed and to the theoretical interpretations given some additional background information was given.

Improvement of personal academic skills. The grantee also gained some valuable insights in the own academic skills. Presentation of the grantee's research and research topic to a learned audience helped developing several academic skills and helped getting more experienced. Also further improvement of presentation skills and practition in proficiency in English language, not only by being asked in-depth questions on the relevant topic of the research, that proved stimulating, but also by direct and personal feedback on and critical analysis of the presentation (form as well as content) from different persons. The lecture and subsequent non-official 'evaluation' and reflection also gained better insight in the grantee's stronger and weaker aspects of presenting himself and his information to a learned audience, in English language, while making use of digital information technology such as a slideshow. The past PALATIUM Summer School of 2014, held in Utrecht, in which the grantee took part as well, aided to the introduction and establishing of contacts, which resulted in direct and personal addressing and open conversation during the Kalmar workshop. This stimulated discussion and a thorough and constructive evaluation of the lecture/presentation in situ, from different viewpoints. It also privided a point of reference to compare to the Kalmar workshop presentation and to determine the degree of progression in the research and to analyze and qualify the grantee's development of new ideas, because the grantee's work and activities could be analyzed over a period of time. This resulted in the conviction that the grantee should start to develop a more outspoken personal view on the topic of the lecture that was held at this workshop.
Establishing and enforcement of connections. Many conversations, in discussions as well as in between lectures, provided new useful, mainly practical and very specific information. The grantee has also become acquainted with several individual academics, working on related topics and involved in similar types of research. As a consequence, knowledge gained of relevant and recent publications and literature in the field (i.e. future research and forthcoming publications). The personal web of connections has been expanded and is in use - since the workshop was held - for the asking and answering of questions and the exchange of ideas among scolars, also afterwards. Even several long-lasting contacts have resulted from it, that might stimulate and abrigde future exchange of ideas and information.
Also, some advices for directions of further research and for pursuing some specific themes/topics were exchanged.

4) Future collaboration with host institution (if applicable)

No projected collaboration with the host or host institution.
5) Projected publications / articles resulting or to result from the grant (ESF must be acknowledged in publications resulting from the grantee’s work in relation with the grant)
No projected publications to result from the event.
6) Other comments (if any)

