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Short Visit Grant  FORMCHECKBOX 
 or Exchange Visit Grant  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
(please tick the relevant box)  
Scientific Report

Scientific report (one single document in WORD or PDF file) should be submitted online within one month of the event. It should not exceed eight A4 pages.
Proposal Title:  Human Rights and Future Generations :philosophical and juridical cross analysis of a change of paradigm

Application Reference N°:  27/10/2013-02/11/2013
1) Purpose of the visit
* Writing article with Professor Marcus Duewell and meeting research team on Human Dignity on the topic "Human Rights and Future Generations"
* Meeting with dutch researchers (mainly philosophers) of The Human Dignity team of the faculty of Humanities.
* Cross-analysis on the concept of Human Rights for Future Generations and Human Dignity (Legal/Philosophical)


2) Description of the work carried out during the visit

 - Monday 28th October 2013 : Arrival in Utrecht. I immediately inform the human Dignity team that I would be pleased to present my research on the concept of Human Dignity for Future Generations. An oral presentation is organised on Tuesday. I immediately work for this oral presentation (translation of parts of my PhD and two articles).

- Tuesday 29th October 2013: Two hours of oral presentation at the faculty of Humanities. Presentation of my Phd work, entitled "Future Generations and Private Law. Towards  a law for Future Generations". Discussion about Jonas' philosophy and the need to resort to the principle of Future Generations' Human Dignity.

Summary of two recent articles written : "Normative densification and future generations" (publ. 2013). The first article is written in legal theory fields which tends to show how a dynamic legal epistemology can help think about evolutions in juridical fields in order to protect future generations. The second article is entitled "Towards a systemic, complex and prospective approach of Human Rights" (publ. 2012). This presentation emphasises the main characteritics of a current process of mutation of contemporary Human Rights Law which tend to confirm the entry in a new juridical era. It allows also to go further towards the idea of recognizing two founding legal principles for a law for Future Generations: principle of temporal non-discrimination and that of Dignity for Future Generations.
During the discussion, it appears that there is a strong difference between philosophers and jurists to define Human Rights. I define it in regards to Legal Declarations and  within evolutions in international law. But some of the members of the team propose their own definition, abstractly, out of the legal frame of Human Rights. There is also a discussion on "what is the justification" of my proposals. This  is a method with which I am not used because I founded all my arguments and my researches on the actual evolution of international Declarations on Human Rights. The team explained that it was not in favour of recognising a principle of Dignity for Future Generations and it is not in accordance with Hans Jonas thought. This conceptual and philosophical discussion is really interesting. It appears that there is a real need for both disciplines to meet  on the topic of Human Rights and Dignity for Future Generations in so far as we do not think from the same conceptual nor juridical frames.

Still, philosophers and jurists have to endorse a change of paradigm that has to be clearly identified and put into perspective.

- evening: first meeting with professor Marcus for the purpose of an article to be written on the need to safeguard a right to an opened future. Professor Marcus proposes that I gather all legal materials in this purpose and then he would add philosophical  developments on this topic. The aim of the article is to show that from now on, this is a topic that scientits cannot ignore any more.
Wednesday 30th October 2013: I began to write down ideas on   the topic "the right to have an opened future". 
By the end of the day I attended to Gerhard Bos' philosophical last course at the university (Master degree). I was really curious and motivated to discover how he would teach to students how we could think about human rights for future generations. There is a rather different scientific method that the one used in legal fields. To extract a principle of Human Dignity for Future Generations, I had to study the litterature of jurists on the thema of Dignity, and all conventions of Human rights (at the international, regional and national levels). For philosophers, the core of a concept of Human Right can be analysed as such.
Thursday 31st October 2013: Second working appointment with professor Duewell. The project is getting more and more precise: we are seeking to publish in an international legal review. I propose a s and we check together the editorial charter. We decide to write around 15 000 words' article. We discuss about the global structure and we chose a writing roadmap. I have to continue to write by the end of the week. Professor Duewell will give me some remarks on my work. 

During the lunch time we have a lecturer of the Netherland Institute for Human Rights. I exposed that I was surprised not to see the environmental issues been promoted by this national Institute. It would be definitively interesting to work hand in hand on the question of Future Generations and human rights with this institute.
Friday 1st November 2014: I have a scientific meeting with Gerhard Bos. He explained his way of thinking about Human Rights and Human Dignity for Future Generations. He says that there is no human right if there is a single man who does'nt have acces to this right as a human.  We exchanged points of views and I answered that his analysis was, to my point of view, to abstract and not sufficiently linked to legal Declarations of Human Rights. In order to think about the concept of Human rights, I really feel a strong need to be based on Human Rights Law. This discussion shows that there is a gap in the method of reasoning on the topic of Human Dignity for Future Generations. Still, it really emphasises and justifies the need to cross-examined our analysis on this topic.
I send to professor Duewell the  draft of my article entitled "The right to an opened Future: what legal matrix for a recognition of Human Rights for Future Generations?". This draft article of 12 pages shows germs of the idea of "right to an opened future" in the concept of law, in international law. It identifies epistemological breaks that are realised when we have to think about the idea of guarantying an opened future. The historical and philosophical context of the research confirms the need to write on this topic. Still, there is a complex problem to deal about closing future horizons. What is the legal context of the research? I emphasises on the fact that we entered in a new juridical era where the human condition has to be rethinked. then, The article is balanced as following: I. The concept of an opened future in Law (in legal text: Environmental and Biotechics legal texts), in caselaw and doctrine/ II. What implementation of a right to an  opened future in Law could be proposed? (Political institutions / civil society and the right to an opened future topic).

   
3) Description of the main results obtained

1.I realised the first part of the work: writing a draft with legal materials as asked by professor Duewell.

2. This Article is to be continued to be written with professor Duewell. He intends to give me a feed back by the end of november 2013. 
3. Professor Duewell and I are currently writing the article on the question of a right to an opened future.

4. Meeting with the team Human Dignity: discussion with members of the team.
3. Cross-discussion with on member of the team : Gerhard Bos.



4) Future collaboration with host institution (if applicable)

- YES: with professor M. Duewell, collaboration in writing an article

- YES: proposals of exchange of point of views with the team Human Dignity of the faculty of Humanities

- Available to proposals for any courses or presentation on the question of Human Dignity for Future Generations.


5) Projected publications / articles resulting or to result from the grant (ESF must be acknowledged in publications resulting from the grantee’s work in relation with the grant)

- Publication projected in an international juridical review entitled "The right to an opened future: towards a change of philosophical and juridical paradigm?"


6) Other comments (if any)
- I really appreciated my short visit in Utrecht. I worked a lot all the week in order to write the draft article.
Cross-analysis of philosophical and juridical concepts are really necessary.

